RAILWAYS   IN  THE  MIDDLE   EAST
Baluchis as such, the Afghan tribes on the eastern border and
the Kashkai in S\V. Persia, the Bakhtiaris and Lurs of
Luristan and Pusht-i-Kuh because they are to some extent
independent of the Central Government. There should be
some unifying force, but it is not on the horizon, and if
it is at the expense of the traditional usages and customs
of these linguistic and racial minorities it will be dearly
bought.
' I see many references in The Times and the reviews to the
problem of Railways in the Middle East, from Constantinople
via Baghdad to the Persian Gulf, from Baghdad across Persia
to India, from Russia to India, from the Persian Gulf to
Tehran, from the Black Sea to Tehran, &c. They are all
"political" lines, not one of them will ever pay; whatever the
promoters may say now not one will be built without a
guarantee. It is a diplomatic game in which Russia and Ger-
many are playing the leading part: the Turks and Persians
at heart prefer to have no railway rather than one not under
then1 control. Our concern is to see that our strategic inter-
ests in India are safeguarded, i.e. the termini on the Persian
Gulf should be under our control or influence and the railways
if built should serve to assist British and Indian trade as well
as that of European Powers and Russia. TTillcocks is keen on
a Damascus-Palmyra-Baghdad line which he says would
pay without a guarantee; his chief engineer prefers the
Aleppo-Hit-Baghdad alignment down the Euphrates; the
Turks want one via Mosul and Kerkuk, and so on. If they
all had their way all these countries would have to be taxed
double to pay interest and sinking fund on the cost of
construction and probably a deficit on maintenance as
well
'This however is not my affair, I am glad to say; I am
required to see whether a line can be built from Mohammerah
or Khor Musa to Burujird and Hamadan and if so by what
route and, very roughly, at what cost.
4 For the last month I have been studying all the official
papers on these subjects and helping Cox to get his own
views into shape. He has shown his usual foresight, for he
has been pressing for years past upon a reluctant Government
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